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Question: Should Charlemagne be remembered as a great leader?

Thesis without tension: Charlemagne’s empire collapsed soon after his death and therefore he
should not be remembered as a great leader.

Thesis with tension: Charlemagne’s own goal was to reestablish the glory of the Roman
Empire, but unlike the Roman Empire, which enjoyed nearly two
centuries of stability and prosperity, his empire collapsed soon after his
death and therefore should not be remembered as a great leader.

Explanation: .

How do I create tension?

* The following words can help but are not necessary in creating tension: Whereas, Originally, Although,
Though, However, Because, But. Note: Using these words does not guarantee tension in your thesis.

* Opposing a commonly accepted viewpoint. One way to do this would be to use the first clause of the
thesis statement to set up a commonly accepted viewpoint and use the second clause to set up your
opposing viewpoint. (like the telephone example)

* Look through your evidence and find information that is unique or different from what you had
previously learned. Evaluate this information to set up a contradiction in your thesis between what you
initially learned and your recent discovery. Example: Charlemagne was known for his brutal conquests
of outsiders but complimented this with relative prosperity for these within his kingdom and therefore
should be remembered as a great leader.

*Explain why something you have researched or studied is surprising. Example: Despite China’s long
history of trade and naval dominance, during the Ming dynasty this trade was abruptly halted due to the
resurgence of Confucian policies.

The following was taken from The Writing Center at the Untversity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill website:

How do I know if my thesis is strong?
When reviewing your thesis at any point during the writing process, ask yourself the following:

* Do I answer the question? Re-reading the question prompt after constructing a working thesis can
help you fix an argument that misses the focus of the question.

°  Have I taken a position that others might challenge or oppose? If your thesis simply states facts that no one
would, or even could, disagree with, it's possible that you are simply providing a summary or
narrative, rather than making an-argument.

©  Ismy thesis statement specific enough? Thesis statements that are too vague often do not have a strong
argument. If your thesis contains words like "good" or "successful," see if you could be more
specific: why is something "good"; what specifically makes something "successful"?

®  Does my thesis pass the "how and why?" test? If a reader's first response is "how?" or "why?" your thesis
may be too open-ended and lack guidance for the reader. See what you can add to give the
reader a better take on your position right from the beginning.

*  Does my essay support my thesis specifically and without wandering? If your thesis and the body of your
essay do not seem to go together, one of them has to change. It's 0.k. to change your working
thesis to reflect things you have figured out in the course of writing your paper.
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